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OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS
AUSTIN

Honorable George H, Sheppard
Comptroller of Publie Acoounts
Austin, Texas

Dear Sir:

offiolal or‘éna oye of
John Tarleton College be

nrred in traveling
pk at eduocational

We have y
this department u
pense of officie
turel College.
A, M, MoMahan,

an official or employee of
travel to speak at eduocationsl

9
gally approve treveling expenses for
or employee of this institution who
renders musical entertaimments et club meetings,
school ¢losings, and the like. All such trips
would be within the State.”

This department has rendered many opinions upon the
subjeet of travel expense approval. However, in each inatence
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the enswer to the question propounded i= limited toc the par~
tioular fact situetion. In many instances we have been Tre-
quired to answer the inquiry by stating that the fast situa-
tions were not sufficlently detailed in the letter of request
for this department to determine whether the trip made or

to be made is upon State business,

The request of Mr, MoMshan glves no facts other
than asking if the Comptrolier's 0ffice may legally approve

+ha avnangae aof an affiaial ar amnlovea af that nartiaunlan
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sohool for travel to speak et educational meetinge, grad-
uating exercises, perscns rendering musliecal entaertainments
at oludb meetings, school closlings, ete. Thils brief reci-
tation does not indlieate to us that the attendance upon
those oocasions and the entertainment furnished for such
osocasions could in any way be considered State business.

We know of no duty upon the State of Texsa or its educa-
tional instltutions to furnish a speaker or sntertainment
for e¢ludb meetings, graduaetion exercises or similar occasions.

‘The general provisions of the appropriation bill
for educational institutions furnish our guide for the ex-
enditure of the moneys therein appropriated, Subseatlion
76) titled Traveling Expensesz makes provision for the pay-
ment, the limitetlion of the expenditure and the method of
handling the reimbursement for such expenditure, The last

sentence of this subseotion reads:

¢+ + » the expenses of regents or direetors
shell be approved by the Comptroller of the State
and the presiding offlcer of the governing board,
and the expensea of all other employees shall be
approved by the Comptroller of the State, pre-
siding officer of the governing dboard, president
and auditor of the college or inatitution, showing
sonsant of the governing board and evidence that
expensss were incurred on State business, hefore
payment from either State or local fund.”

We are advised by the Comptroller's office that
the forms used by the educational inastitutions for reim-
‘bursement for axpenses legelly expended upon State busineas
are substentially the same as t he forms used by other Etlate
Departments., Subsection (6) as quoted sbove reflects that
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the expenditiure must have been inourred while on State business,
The forms prescribed provide a space for the explanation of

the purpose or object of the travel. In each instance that
explanation i1s to disclose what business was trenssected and
whether the expense was incurred omn State business., Unless

the expenditure was L0 discharge State business there 1s no
appropriation or provision mede for repayment.

Perhaps, Mr. Mc¥azhan hes not mentioned all orf the
various trips and traveling expense that bdring eabout his in-
quiry. There might be en occasion for the appearance of ean
offioial or employee of this sschool at some other school that
would be in performance of a duty of that partioular person.
The guestion will have to be answered by first determining
whether the person incurring the expense was doing so in the
performence of some duty imposed upon that person on behalf
of the State of Texas. In the event kir, licMehan desires to

" have us pass upon ea specifie situation, if he will furnish

_ this office with all of the fsascts surrounding the expenditure
or proposed expenditure we will be glad to furnish an opinion
of this department upon that subjeot.

Yours very truly

T T TN 12, 19417 ATTORNEY GENERAL OF TEXAS

Yoo AT By {/ .
Afio.lor woNERHAT Morris Hodges
MH: TS Aspistant
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